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Champion
announced for South
Asian Spelling Bee

Matthew Evans of Albuguerque, New
Mexico, spelt the word Biloculine fo
clinch the title of the Mational champi-
on, At a glittering event an August 16,
that was faped LIVE for broadeast onf
Seny Entertainment Television, Evans]
along with 13 other finalists competed
for the ritle.

The event was open to children up to 14
years of age and was held in B mginn.:il
centers ncross the US. These cente
included, Wew Jersey, DC metro area,
Dallas, Houston, Chicago, New York,
Los Angeles and the Bay Arca. The con-
test was conducted in written and oral
format at the regional levels which
served ms the elimination as well as
selection process for the finalists.

After registering their child online m
www,southasianspellingbee.com, par-
ents brought them 1o the designated
center and & 25 word wrilten fest was
administered. Children had to spell 15
or more words correctly to qualify for)
the afternoon oral round and from there
the top three were awarded prize money
and the top two qualified for the Finals.
From each of these centers, the finalists
along with a parent were invited on an
all expenses paid trip to the finals in M),
Owerall about 400 children regisiered to
spell amongst all the centers.

The event was organized by leading
Sowth  Asion  advertising  firm,
Touchdown Media Inc,, and sponsored
by State Farm, Western Union and
Makemyirip.com. Sony Entertainment
Television is the exclusive rights holder|
and will be brosdcasting the event
scross the globe in over 150 countries.
“I nm excited to conclude our search for
the champion of the first South Asian
spelling Bee and am looking forward 1o
n bigger and better tour next year”, said
Rahu! Walia, CEO, Touchdown Medin
Inc and founder of the South Asian
Spelling Bee. “Our plan is o introduce
this very American conlest that some]
deem as the original reality show, in
other regions like UK, UAE and India,”
hie added.

The champion received a $5000 grand)
prize from Western Union along with|
the Sooth Asion Spelling Bee trophy,
The contest will be conducted annually
in June and July months and the 2009
schedule will be announced in October
this vear, For more information and 1o
keep abreast with the upcoming events,
one ¢an log onto

www. southasianspellingbee.com,
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